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URGES DUCK HUNTERS TO LIMIT KILL 

Duck hunters, on the eve of the open season in the northern zone beginning on 

October 5, were urged today by Albert M, Dav, Director of the Fish and Wildlife 

' Service to exercise the utmost restraint to prevent a further drastic decline in 

the number of waterfowl. %e season in,the northern zone, which includes Maine, 
\ 

New -shire, Vermont, Michigan, Minnesota, Wisconsin and fiorth and South,%kota, 

extends to November 18. 

/ Although the daily bag limit has been set at seven birds, Mr. Day declared 
-1, that hunters, in their own interest, should try to keeo well below that limit. 

Otherwise, indica.tions are that further hating restrictions may be necessary next 

year. 

-. As evidence that the waterfowl population is faced with umrecedented decima- 

tion, Mr. Day predicted that probably more than 2,000,OOO %uck stamps" will be 

sold to potential hunters this year as comoared to 783,000 in 1938 when the season . 
was likewise limited to 45 days. 

Records-of the duck kill show that it has risen from 16,000,000 in 1943 to 

23,000,OOO in 1945, he said, and the duck population has dropped from the 

125,350,OOO estimate of January 1944 to only 80,000,000 in January 1946, 

"Cutting the season from 80 days last year to 45 days this year will not...prs- 

vent &e.total. kill from reaching staggering fi@res if each hunter persists in 

--'hooting until he gets his bag limit each time," he said. ?fhe bag limit is not a 
, " \, 



<oc:l tn Se reached each time a hunter t&es to his blind. Instead, it, is t!*z leg21 

lirrit ‘r?eyond which he must r,ot shoot.” 

Yhile the Service f s developen t of national x\:ildlif2 refuges has been a life- 

saver for ducks, Hr. DEFT said, and losses of waterfowl throu& other causes, such ‘ 

as diseases and wi ter li-nitations, are being fought by mery available means, 

“n~demtion 02 the part of the hater this seasorL rna~y qlay t,he aajor role in halting 

the tw-gear decline. ‘1 
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